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Duty Visit to Canada: Sharing of Views and Experiences
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In May, two colleagues and | attended the 2013 Canadian
Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement (CACOLE)
Conference in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. The theme
of this year's conference was “Civilan Oversight: Promoting
Accountability, Independence and Transparency”. The conference
brought together delegates from Canada and abroad, including
police oversight professionals, police officers, legal practitioners,
academics, journalists and other experts, and examined a variety
of issues, trends and perspectives in relation to civilian oversight
of police.

The participants came from diverse professional and cultural
backgrounds, and this ensured the sharing of wide-ranging views
and experiences throughout the conference. For instance, in
one interactive session, delegates were invited to consider the
appropriateness of a police action as captured in an incident
video. Panel members from various professions then shared their
individual perspectives on the incident. It was interesting to note
the shift in perspective once we had the opportunity to consider
the issues from the perspectives aired by the panel members. The
experience reinforced the importance of oversight professionals’
consideration of evidence with an open mind and from all possible
angles. Indeed, | believe that a deep and broad understanding of
our society and its members is essential to the effective discharge
of our duties.

Our duty visit also included orientation tours to the offices of three
police oversight bodies with missions and functions similar to
those of the IPCC, namely, the Commission for Public Complaints
against the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the Office of the
Police Complaint Commissioner and the Office of the Independent
Police Review Director. We had the privilege of meeting with the
executives and practitioners at these bodies, who generously
shared with us their experiences in police oversight.
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In particular, we were introduced to the legislative frameworks and
cultural backgrounds under which the oversight systems operated,
as well as the specific opportunities and challenges currently faced
by each of the three bodies. The discussions also provided us
with insight on the pros and cons of individual aspects of different
oversight models. Such exchanges will no doubt help us identify
the avenues to be explored as well as the pitfalls to be avoided
as we continue to develop and maintain an effective and efficient
oversight process that is appropriate for our local circumstances.

Looking back, | found our visit to Canada most rewarding. We
returned to Hong Kong with plenty of food for thought as well as
new friendships with other members of the international police
oversight community. Indeed, | am glad to be one of them and look
forward to making contributions to the police oversight process in
Hong Kong.

Author: Mr Samson Lam, Senior Vetting Office, IPCC

H{ESHMEEEEHEE Names of newly appointed IPCC Observers:

1. RBAEs Mr CHAU Hau-lap

2. BEmE Mr LAU Hing-wah

3. EfEER Mr Kelvin AU YEUNG Wai-lun
4, =HEF Ms Peggy WONG Pik-kiu, MH
5. fA@EeA Mr HO Hin-ming, MH

6. M=KIE Mr Aaron LAM Ka-fai, JP

7. BERF Mr WONG Wang-tai, MH

8. EFpF/HE Ms KWOK Sau-ying

(EEAA2013F9 A1 HE201593 A31H Appointment period from 1 September 2013 to 31

9. BEE™ Mr Francis CHAU Yin-ming, MH
10. $BEEHR Ms CHUNG Ching-may

11. ZFIFEfE Ms LEE Ching-nga

12. #mze Mr Patrick TSE Kwing-chuen
13. WEH Mr LAM Ho-yeung

14, {AIEIZE Mr George HO Kwok-wah

15. BTER Mr YEUNG Tsz Hei, MH

16. RELHE Mr YU Chi-wing

March 2015)

BEESGHEZEEHZES Names of re-appointed IPCC Observers:

1. ZEL Mr David LAl Tat-sang, MH, JP
2. RIEZE Mr Charles CHEUNG Cheuk-yiu
3. A Mr CHONG Chong-yip
4. BFEE Mr LEUNG Sau-chi, JP

(fEEAFR20134F9 A1 R ZE201593 A31H Appointment period from 1 September 2013 to 31

5 =iRE Mr KO Kam-cheung, BBS, MH

6. HEHE Mr HUI Ka-hoo, BBS, MH

U | SIS, Dr James WONG Kong-tin

8. 152H Rev David YEUNG Hok-ming
March 2015)

9. RIfERE Mr SZETO Kin-wa

10. ME= Mr LAM Tak-leung, MH

1. BEA Miss Alice TO Kar-wing

12. EigH Mr WONG Kin-hing

13 ?Ef?ﬁﬁ Mr Jackie CHEUNG Yick-hung
14, BEIK Mr LAW King-shing, MH

15. [ufREZ Mrs YUEN CHAN Po-hing

FHEERMEIZEEEHZE Names of retired IPCC Observers:
1. FER Mr Aaron WAN Chi-keung, BBS, JP
2. BRE Mr Star CHAN lu-seng, BBS, JP
3. BN Miss Abril CHOY Fung-peng
4. KiEZ Mr CHU Tak-wing
5. FEE Ms LEE Koon-mei
6. BFF Ms Martha LEUNG Sau-ching
7. NiEr Mr PUK Kwan-kin
8. RuEEY Mr LEUNG Ho-kwan, MH

(FEEAR20134E8 A 31 H [E i Terms of appointment ends on 31 August 2013)
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