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The IPCC Attends 1 July Procession

Preparatory Meetings as Independent
Observer for the First Time

ZHREAMARES TR BETREE - From time to time, the public has had concerns over the way the Police
BEB S M 0000 F B R IR EE H R IE AR have handled public order events (POE), and the IPCC had voiced
NEITHHEBSESE - T2 A EERBET concerns over police handling of such events since 2009. Therefore,
IS T — T R AT o T since last year the Council has observed the 1 July processions on site

to understand police deployments and arrangements for the events.
Council Members first attended a briefing organised by the Police

AICHEESNBRE  BETERETRS

B RPN RADBNEFMDEMET - prior to the procession and then they observed the event on site on 1
EHELZERFOHENERE  BRERRE July. The Members later had separate meetings with stakeholders and
HEB o the Police, after which they consolidated stakeholders’ opinions and

shared them with the Police for reference.
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The IPCC has always been in close contact with stakeholders and the
Police, and recommended that the Civil Human Rights Front (CHRF),
the organiser of the 1 July procession, hold early meetings with the
Police to discuss the arrangements. The preparatory meetings for the
1 July procession were moved up to start in mid-May this year, and
the two parties held four meetings, on 16 May, 30 May, 7 June and
14 June to prepare for the 1 July procession. The agenda included
arrangements for the procession, the route of the march, the location
of gathering points and the content of the Letter of No Objection.
Both parties had ample time to refine the preparatory arrangements.

For the first time, the IPCC assigned Secretariat staff members to
attend, in an independent capacity, the 1 July procession preparatory
meetings, to understand how a large-scale event was planned and
prepared, and how those plans are executed on the day of the event.
Staff members who attended the preparatory meetings then reported
their observations to the Council in order to help Council Members
better understand the general arrangements for a procession.

Similar to previous years, IPCC Members first attended a police briefing
on 26 June to enhance their understanding of police procedures in
handling POE from the perspective of public safety and to exchange
views on police arrangements. A group of IPCC Members including
Dr Hon Lam Tai-fai (Vice-chairman), Mr Eric Cheung Tat-ming, Ms
Christine Fang Meng-sang, Dr Chan Pui-kwong, Mr Simon Ip Shing-
hing, Dr Carol Ma Hok-ka, Miss Sandy Wong Hang-yee, Mr Adrian
Yip Chun-to, Mr Edwin Cheng Shing-lung, Mr Clement Tao Kwok-lau,
Dr Eugene Chan Kin-keung and Mr Arthur Luk Yee-shun, together
with a number of Secretariat staff, observed the 1 July procession
on site.
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Council Members proceeded to various strategic locations with the
Police while Secretariat staff, in various groups, observed proceedings
at different locations to gather comprehensive information on police
arrangements at the starting point of the procession; the handling of
pedestrian and traffic flows and street stalls; and the gathering outside
the pedestrian precinct on Chater Road, Central.

In order to discharge its function under IPCC Ordinance S8(1)(c) of
making recommendations to the Commissioner of Police or the Chief
Executive when it has identified a fault or deficiency in any practice
or procedure adopted by the Police that has led to or might lead to
complaints, in August, the IPCC organised separate meetings with
representatives from the CHRF and the Police. Representatives from
the CHRF expressed their opinions on a number of issues, including the
police blockage of the procession route and certain exits of the Central
MTR station, the arrangement of street stalls, “sky eyes”, and the use
of visual recording equipment to record the procession and long-range
acoustic devices. Members listened to the representatives’ views and
later relayed the suggestions to the Police for their reference.

To gain a holistic understanding of the views of the public and
interested parties on how the Police handle POE, starting in 2011
the IPCC Members have held meetings with procession organisers
and stakeholders to collect their views. The Council made on-site
observations during the 1 July processions in 2012 and 2013, as well
as the 1 January procession in 2013. While maintaining its impartiality,
the Council has attempted to observe these large-scale processions
from different perspectives to enhance Members’ understanding and
assist them when they encounter complaint cases arising from POE.

The IPCC considered that the 1 July procession this year was handled
smoothly and in a generally peaceful manner, with better arrangements
than last year. This was the result of the early preparatory meetings
between the organisers and the Police and the sufficient time for
preparations. The Council is aware that the CHRF has recently
filed a complaint against the Police regarding the 1 July procession
arrangements. If the complaint is classified as a Reportable Complaint,
the IPCC will review the case rigorously, in order to ensure a just
outcome for both the complainant and the complainee.

The IPCC looks forward to continuing its liaison with the Police and
with stakeholders, and to act as a bridge between the two sides to
improve communications and reduce the number of unnecessary
complaints.
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