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The appointment as Chairman of the IPCC is both an honour and a
challenge for me. Since taking up the position in June, | have been
asked by a number of friends about my views on the relation between
the Police and the public. People in Hong Kong enjoy freedom of
speech and freedom of assembly; members of the public can legally
express their opinions in various ways. Hong Kong is also a very safe
city. We are one of the cities with the lowest crime rate in the world.
Apart from the law-abiding culture of the Hong Kong people, the hard
work, professionalism and integrity of the Police all contribute to Hong
Kong being a very safe city.

Some views have come up that there is increasing tension between
the Police and the public in recent years. Overall speaking, | think
that most people are supportive of the work of the Police. They fight
crime and maintain law and order. Some of my expatriate friends who
have lived in Hong Kong for a few months told me that they admire
people in Hong Kong having such a safe living environment. They
can enjoy taking a walk on the streets after dinner with their families.
In some major cities in Europe and the US, however, one must be
concerned about personal safety when taking a walk on the streets
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in the evenings. | am grateful on hearing this remark. We should
treasure the peaceful and cordial atmosphere that we have in our
society. Clearly, the Hong Kong Police have done an excellent job in
maintaining law and order. | think most of the people in Hong Kong
recognise this and are satisfied with the work of the Police.

In recent years, there has been an increasing number of processions.
Demonstrators often query the Police’s deployment of their forces as
deliberate attempts to impede their right to freedom of expression.
Furthermore, we have seen the emergence of more radical
demonstrators, who take a more aggressive approach in expressing
their demands. Sometimes, they may even resort to illegal acts which
threaten the social order and public safety. When conflicts arise as
a result, the Police and the demonstrators would tend to think the
other side was in the wrong. In fact, most demonstrators observe
the law and express their demands in a peaceful manner, and most
of the processions have been conducted orderly and peacefully.
However, very often, those parts of the processions which involved
conflicts attracted most attention and at the same time, received wide
coverage in the media. This leads to the impression that there is
tension between the Police and the public.

From my observation of the recent 1 July procession, the organisers
worked diligently on the arrangements for the event. Despite limited
resources and bad weather, they kept the crowd flowing smoothly
along the procession route which is not a simple task. The Police
were also very competent in handling the procession. They effectively
resolved incidents which popped up on the spot to ensure that
the procession could be conducted in a safe and orderly manner.
Demonstrators marched peacefully, patiently and in an orderly manner,
despite the bad weather and crowded conditions. This is just another
display of the peace-loving, rational and law-abiding culture of the
Hong Kong people.

| can see that both the organisers and the Police were very concerned
about the safety of the participants and the smooth conduct of
the procession. It is just that they had different views on crowd
management. We have to bear in mind that apart from maintaining
the steady flow of the procession, the Police had many other
considerations, including road traffic, the safety of non-participants,
and emergency situations such as fire outbreak or medical services.
In discharging their duties, the Police not only had to be responsible
for the participants of the procession, but also for the society as a
whole. In making arrangements for such a large-scale public order
event, the Police had to exercise high levels of professionalism and
efficiency. This is certainly not an easy task. Unfortunately, some
demonstrators felt that the Police were purposely obstructing them,
and this led to disputes. | believe that as long as there are mutual
understanding, mutual trust and respect on both sides, improvements
can be made in future.
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For better understanding and assessment of the situation, the IPCC
has met with the Police, the event organisers and other stakeholders
over the past two years to hear their plans and arrangements for the
procession as well as their views on the handling of the procession.
| would like to thank the former Chairman of the IPCC, Mr Jat Sew-
Tong, SC, for initiating the IPCC’s on-site observations of public order
events. | believe this part of the work of the IPCC is considered
positive and helpful by all relevant parties as they have repeatedly
invited the IPCC to take part in on-site observations and to attend the
preparatory meetings for these events. Enhancing communication
between the Police and the public can help prevent disputes and
reduce misunderstanding. The IPCC hopes to serve as a bridge to
build trust and reduce misunderstanding between them.

| understand that the management of the Police Force is supportive
of the work of the IPCC. | trust that the Police, as a professional law
enforcement agency, will maintain close co-operation with the IPCC.
While working with the Police, the IPCC, in performing our duties,
must uphold its independence, fairness and impartiality. We need to
safeguard our credibility and ensure that our performance meet public
expectations.

Lastly, | hope that procession participants will continue Hong Kong’s
fine traditon of expressing demands in a peaceful and rational
manner. People in Hong Kong enjoy freedom of speech and freedom
of assembly, but such freedoms should not be abused, and everyone
should respect the rights of the others. Resorting to violence is never
a good way. Police have the duty to maintain order and public safety,
but they should also be mindful to carry out their duties in accordance
with the law, to exercise restraint in the use of authority, and not to
abuse their powers.

As a new Member of the IPCC, | am committed to performing our
duties with independence, impartiality and integrity.

Author: Mr Larry Kwok Lam-kwong,
Chairman, IPCC
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