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Brand new series of IPCC Files to be
broadcast in May
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(From left) Dominic Lam plays a Senior Vetting
Officer in the series. Lam stated that the filming of
IPCC Files gave him a better understanding of the
work of the IPCC and its painstaking review of police
investigations. Shirley Yeung plays a Vetting Officer
whom she saw as a real professional; she said
the series would serve to educate the public in the
functions of the Council.
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Since becoming a statutory body, the IPCC has been proactively
promoting public awareness of its activities, as mandated under S8(1)
(e) of the Independent Police Complaints Council Ordinance(IPCCO).
In 2012, the Council partnered with RTHK to produce a five-minute
mini TV series, IPCC Files, adapted from real complaint cases, in
order to illustrate the function of the IPCC in handling complaints
against the police. The series was well received by the public and
was selected to the top twenty list in the third stage of the “2012 TV
Programme Appreciation Index Survey” conducted by the University
of Hong Kong Public Opinion Programme.

Even though IPCC Files was publicly acclaimed in 2012, the Council
found that the duties of the IPCC were complicated, and the concept
and operation of the two-tier police complaints system could not be
clearly explained in a five-minute programme. The Council decided to
collaborate with RTHK again to produce a new series of IPCC Files,
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(From left) Jason
Chan and To Siu-kiu
play a Vetting Officer
and an Administrative
Assistant. Both
declared that the
series gave them a
better understanding
of the work of the
IPCC.
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Actors rehearse before filming, to
facilitate a smoother shooting of the
programme.
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(From left) Winston Yeh and Mimi Kung play IPCC Members
discussing complaint cases with vetting officers, played by Shirley
Yeung and Dominic Lam.

with each episode half an hour long and aired in TV prime time. This
arrangement would allow the public to learn more about the work
of the IPCC and to better understand the police complaints system.

Pre-production work on IPCC Files started in late 2013, and the
Council worked closely with RTHK throughout the following year
in selecting real complaint cases and gathering information for
adaptation into scripts that would present the complex duties of
the IPCC in a manner that could be easily understood. Moreover,
to ensure the authenticity of the series, and to give an accurate
presentation on handling police complaints. The IPCC and
RTHK invited representatives from Complaints Against Police
Office (CAPO) to act as technical guidance.
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IPCC Files will be aired every Tuesday:

Starting from 5 May to 23 JURe2015, at 7 pm
on RTHK 31 and TVB Jade

* Television stations may change the time of the broadcasts

Fﬁu%a‘? FHEE ?§7J<F‘TT ES R

Two vetting officers discussing case details in the pantry.
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The new series of IPCC Files comprises eight half-hour episodes,
each with a story adapted from a real complaint case. The story
line is about how two vetting officers (Cheuk-yan and Jason) work
together with their colleagues and Council Members to meticulously
review complaint cases and their evidence in order to discover
the truth. The stories are supplemented with explanations and
evaluations so that viewers can see what brings about the case, and
the reasons for a specific classification of an allegation. The stories
highlight the statutory functions of the IPCC, the role the Council
plays in the police complaints system and the way that justice and
fairness are ensured for both complainants and complainees. Each
story is carefully selected to represent a common complaint against
the police, giving authenticity to each episode.

ElTE#I= Episode summaries
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The filming for IPCC Files began last year and some episodes are currently still in production. Here is a sneak preview of the
completed episodes.
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A woman found unclaimed
cash at an ATM and reported
to the police. A complaint
arose when she was asked to
assist with the investigation.
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A suspect of a theft case is
being arrested. She requested
removing her expensive watch
so that the handcuffs would
not scratch it. The watch later
disappeared and she lodged a
complaint.
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A woman is trying to access
her deceased ex-husband’s
flat, where his current wife
resides. Two police officers
stepped in to bring the situation
under control. Later, the
policewoman was complained
against for being biased.
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A mini-van driver received a
parking ticket. He questioned
why the car behind him was
not given a ticket as well. He
then complained against the
police officer for being unfair.
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Comparison between the stage set and actual office
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To avoid disrupting the da|Iy work of the IPCC, RTHK designed and built a special set to represent the IPCC office. The set is a contemporary
open-plan office, in contrast to the real office, which is simple and practical. Below are photos of the set and the actual office.
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Stage set of the IPCC office in IPCC Files Actual IPCC office
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With limited space, the conference room on the set is smaller REREZA - gé: FEARE  AEEEMRFEERRN
than the real one and does not have a public gallery. HREESR AT R ERTFARATRERESE -

The actual conference room of the IPCC can accommodate
meetings between the 28 Members and police representatives
or stakeholders. It also has a gallery where the public can
attend open part of joint meetings of the IPCC and CAPO.
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SUHLHR o The real pantry of the IPCC with its simple yet functional layout
In IPCC Files, the vetting officers like to chat in the spacious and there are no recreational facilities.

and stylish pantry, which is also furnished with a table football
machine, projecting a relaxed atmosphere in the workplace
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Vetting officers at their workstations The actual office of a Senior Vetting Officer.
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